
芳貴

•

•

•

•

☞

☞



•

!

!

!

☞

f
! 〈a, b〉f" = 1 ⇐⇒ f(a) > f(b)

•

☞ n
y , ..., y n

n x , ..., x
n n

location phrase are compared in addition to the external argument. It is usually
assumed that the subject of a sentence does not form a constituent with a temporal and/
or location modifier. Perhaps for this reason, sentences such as (53) are sometimes
analyzed as cases of reduced comparatives where bı̌ is followed by a full clause with
an empty predicate elided. In what follows, however, a proposal will be made that
allows the subject and a temporal and/or location modifier to form a constituent.

The idea pursued here is a variant of Xiang’s (2005) DegP-shell, or Erlewine’s
(2007) vP-shell structure, in the sense that bı̌ is a functional head that can move.
However, unlike Xiang and Erlewine, we propose that DegP-shell is an adjunct
adjoined to the predicate of comparison in the spirit of Liu (1996), rather than a
functional projection in which the predicate of comparison is embedded. Moreover,
bı̌ is analyzed as a dyadic degree operator, which is like an adverb of quantification
in being able to quantify over more than one indefinite (Lewis 1975; Heim 1982).
The structure, as proposed for the triple comparison in (53), is (61):

According to the above analysis, the innermost argument of bı̌ is the location
phrase, which appears in the complement position of the lowest Deg head. Both
time and individual arguments are the specifiers of recursive DegPs. The degree
head bı̌ is raised from the lowest Deg position to the highest Deg position. Under
this analysis, the string wǒ jı̄ntiān zài xué xiào ‘I today at school’ forms a con-
stituent to the exclusion of the main predicate AP and the whole recursive DegP,
including bı̌ is a constituent. This analysis of bı̌-comparatives will be referred to as
the dyadic DegP-shell analysis, which belongs to the family of direct phrasal
comparatives. As shown later, the dyadic DegP-shell analysis may interpret the
bı̌-phrase directly once a proper semantics is assigned to bı̌.

(61) S 

NP AP

t

he NP AP

zuóti n 

yesterday PP AP

zài xuéxiào 

at school DegP AP

k ix n

Degi DegP happy 

b

NP Deg

w

I Deg DegP

ti

NP Deg

j nti n

today Deg PP 

ti zài ji l

at home
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